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Daniel Sedin had a stellar, 
17-year career with the 
Vancouver Canucks. He 

scored 393 goals and 648 
assists in 1,306 regular-

season games, and another 
25 goals and 46 assists in 

102 playoff games. Selected 
second overall in the 1999 

NHL Entry Draft, Daniel 
won the Art Ross Trophy 

and Ted Lindsay Award in 
2010-11. He represented 

Sweden numerous times in 
international competitions, 

winning gold medals at 
Torino in 2006 and the 2013 
World Championship. He and 
twin brother Henrik will 
almost certainly be 
enshrined in the 

Hockey Hall of Fame 
when they are eligible 

in 2021.

Henrik Sedin had a stellar, 
17-year career with the 
Vancouver Canucks. He 

scored 240 goals and 830 
assists in 1,330 regular-

season games, and another 
23 goals and 55 assists in 

105 playoff games. Selected 
third overall in the 1999 
NHL Entry Draft, Henrik 
won the Art Ross and 

Hart Trophies in 2009-10. 
He represented Sweden 

numerous times in 
international competitions, 

winning gold medals at 
Torino in 2006 and the 2013 
World Championship. He and 

twin brother Daniel will 
almost certainly be 

enshrined in the 
Hockey Hall of Fame 

when they are eligible 
in 2021.
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   Daniel and Henrik Sedin were not the first  
pair of twins to play in the NHL, but hands-
down they were the best. The identical twin 
brothers had nearly identical careers, playing 
17 seasons in the NHL with the Vancouver 
Canucks, scoring over 1,000 points each, and 
winning gold medals at three different international 
competitions. They are the first pair of brothers to lead the 
NHL in points; Henrik won the Art Ross Trophy in 2009-10, 
and Daniel in 2010-11. 
   The Sedin twins spent their entire careers playing on 
the same line together, with Henrik — who is older by six 
minutes — being more of the playmaker; and Daniel the 
goal scorer. The two had the uncanny ability to find each 
other on the ice, many times without looking, a sixth sense 
honed from playing together their entire lives.
  “I’ve seen guys who had chemistry, but I’ve never seen 
anything like this,” said Brain Burke, who was Vancouver’s 
general manager in 1999 and made several last-minute deals 
so he could draft both twins. “It’s like they have radar.”
   No, the Sedins didn’t have radar, but they had practically 
every ability a hockey player could wish for: skating, 
shooting, passing and leadership skills. Another pair of twin 
brothers, or even identical twins, may one day play in the 
NHL, but there will never be anyone like the Sedin brothers.
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   For six years, Jamie Benn and older brother 
Jordie lived an unlikely dream. “We grew up 
wanting to make the NHL,” Jamie said. “But 
you don’t really dream of playing on the same 
team as your brother.” 
   The two were teammates with the Dallas Stars 
for six years and spent much of their careers following 
in each other’s footsteps. Initially, it was Jamie (younger 
by two years) who followed his brother, first to the Jr. B 
Peninsula Panthers and then the Jr. A Victoria Cougars. The 
two even played together on both teams for a few seasons 
before Jamie moved on to major junior hockey, and then 
the NHL with the Dallas Stars. After his rookie season in 
Dallas, Jamie was sent down to the AHL’s Texas Stars for the 
playoffs and helped the team reach the Calder Cup Finals. 
   The next year, it was elder brother Jordie following in 
Jamie’s footsteps, as he signed with the Texas Stars, then 
worked his way up to the NHL. On Jan. 3, 2012, their dream 
became a reality, as Jordie made his NHL debut with Dallas. 
Jamie even had a hand in Jordie’s first NHL point that night, 
with both assisting on a goal by Loui Eriksson.

SS-2

W
NU

8A



W
IL

LI
A

M
 &

 A
LE

X
 N

Y
LA

N
D

ER



 

SIBLING SENSATIONS
©2019 UDC. 5830 El Camino Real, 
Carlsbad, CA 92008. All rights reserved. 
Printed in the USA. ©NHLPA. © NHL.  

   William Nylander was selected eighth overall 
in the 2014 NHL Draft by the Maple Leafs. 
Coincidentally, younger brother Alexander 
was selected eighth overall two years later by 
the Sabres. That isn’t so surprising, considering 
that NHL talent runs through their blood; their 
father, Michael, played in the NHL for 15 seasons. 
Both William and Alexander even had the opportunity to 
play pro hockey with their father when his career was 
winding down in Sweden, though at different times. 
William played alongside his dad for Sodertalje in 2012-13 
and Rogle in 2013-14. The next season, it was Alexander’s 
turn, when he suited up with his father for AIK in 2014-15. 
Michael then became one of Alexander’s coaches on the 
OHL’s Mississauga Steelheads in 2015-16. 
   The Nylander brothers got their chance to go head-to-head 
when Alexander made his NHL debut on April 3, 2017. Over 
the past three seasons, William has become a key part of 
an exciting rebuild in Toronto, and figures to be a big part 
of the team’s bright future. Alexander played on the Swedish 
team that won silver medals at the 2018 World Junior 
Championship. He has seen limited action with the Sabres, 
but continues to shine in the AHL, so another Atlantic 
Division matchup between the Nylanders is likely to happen 
again soon.
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   The Granlund brothers were teammates for 
HIFK Helsinki in the SM-Liiga, Finland’s top 
league, during the 2011-12 season. After 
that, it was on to the NHL, with Mikael being 
drafted in 2010 by the Minnesota Wild and 
Markus selected a year later by the Calgary Flames.
The brothers, who are about 14 months apart in age, played 
their first game against each other on March 3, 2014. 
Mikael had two assists for the Wild that night, and Markus 
had one helper for the Flames, as Minnesota won 3-2. Since 
then, Markus has moved onto the Vancouver Canucks and 
the two have faced each other a few more times — but 
it isn’t really a big deal to either brother when they go 
head-to-head.
   “I don’t really think about it,” Markus said. “Of course, it 
was cool to play against him in the NHL, but it’s still just 
a game. You play against your brother or somebody else. It 
doesn’t matter.” 
   Mikael’s sentiments are similar. “I really try not to think 
about that,” the elder Granlund said. “I think about it as a 
normal game, but obviously you know he is out there.” 
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MALCOLM & PK SUBBAN
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   When Malcolm and P.K. Subban played 
against each other on Dec. 8, 2017, they 
became just the 10th pair of brothers — 
where one was a goaltender and the other a 
skater — to meet in an NHL game. Malcolm got 
the start for the visiting Golden Knights, who beat 
P.K. and the Predators 4-3. The younger Subban stopped 41 
shots in regulation — including one by his brother — and 
six attempts in the shootout. Making the moment even more 
special is that their father, Karl, was in attendance, as this 
game was part of the Dads’ Trip for the Golden Knights. 
   Other than a preseason Bruins-Canadiens game in 2013, 
this was the first time since childhood that the Subban 
brothers played against each other. “I’d always play goalie 
in the hallway,” Malcom said. “I remember P.K. shooting 
on me, telling my dad, ‘Hey, he’s pretty good. He should 
play [goalie].’ And my dad was like, ‘No way. Not a chance 
he’s playing goalie.’” At age 12, Malcolm transitioned from 
skater to goaltender. He posted a 13-4-2 record and 2.68 
goals-against average with the Golden Knights in 2017-18, 
his first full season in the NHL. P.K. hit the 600-game mark 
earlier this season and won the Norris Trophy as the NHL’s 
best defenseman in 2012-13.
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JAMES & TREVOR van RIEMSDYK
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   James and Trevor van Riemsdyk’s careers 
started off similarly but soon went in different 
directions. James played hockey for Christian 
Brothers High School, then college for the 
University of New Hampshire. He medaled three 
times in international junior tournaments, and was 
drafted second overall by the Flyers in 2007. James played for 
the Flyers, then the Maple Leafs, before re-joining the Flyers in 
the summer of 2018.
   Trevor followed his older brother’s path, also playing at 
Christian Brothers and for the Wildcats at UNH. He went 
undrafted and signed as a free agent with the Blackhawks in 
2014 and currently plays for the Carolina Hurricanes. Due to 
their age difference, the two were never teammates or opponents 
growing up. The two finally got to face off against each other 
on Nov. 1, 2014, when Trevor and the Blackhawks played James 
and the Maple Leafs, with James scoring a goal in a 3-2 win for 
Toronto. Yet, Trevor might have one-upped his brother when he 
and the Blackhawks won the Stanley Cup in 2015. “He has a 
Cup,” James said, “so that may be the ultimate trump card.” 
   The van Riemsdyk brothers are the only two NHLers from 
Middletown Township, N.J., but they may be soon joined by their 
youngest brother, Brendan, a 6-foot-3 center who in 2018-19 
was a junior forward playing for — you guessed it — the 
University of New Hampshire.
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   Defenseman Luke Schenn was drafted fifth 
overall in 2008 by Toronto. Coincidentally, 
his younger brother Brayden, a center, was 
drafted fifth overall the next year by the 
Kings. As kids, the two played against each 
other many times on their backyard rink 
in Saskatchewan. 
  “We not only liked to compete with each other, but we liked 
to push each other,” Brayden said. “He’s a D-man and I’m a 
forward, so we would always compete one-on-one.” The two 
were opponents in junior hockey during the 2007-08 season. 
They finally got to go head-to-head in “The Show” on Oct. 
24, 2011, when Brayden, who had since joined the Flyers, 
played against Luke and the Maple Leafs. A season later, 
they became teammates on the Flyers when the Leafs traded 
Luke for Trevor van Riemsdyk. 
  “We talked about maybe one day down the road playing in 
the NHL together,” remembered Luke. “We never thought it 
would happen quite like this.” For almost four seasons, the 
Schenn brothers played together in Philadelphia. Since then, 
both have moved on to other NHL teams, but they enjoyed 
their time as teammates. 
  “For us to have a chance to experience playing in the NHL 
together was obviously a dream come true for both of us,” 
said Brayden.
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   It isn’t surprising that the Reinhart brothers 
were all drafted by NHL teams: Max in 2010 
by the Flames; Griffin in 2012 by the 
Islanders; and Sam in 2014 by the Sabres. Or 
that all three brothers have represented Canada 
in various international tournaments. After all, they 
share an impressive bloodline: their father Paul was a first-
round pick in 1979 and spent 12 seasons patrolling the blue 
line for the Flames and Canucks. He put up solid numbers 
for a defenseman, scoring 560 points in 648 NHL games. 
   Paul was retired for two years by the time Max was born 
and all the Reinhart boys were encouraged to play a variety 
of sports growing up, not just hockey. When Max decided 
as a teenager to seriously pursue hockey, Griffin and Sam 
quickly followed his lead. 
  “The great thing about Max was he enabled his younger 
brothers to be equals,” Paul said. “They looked up to him 
because he was the oldest, but he didn’t look down on them. 
They inspire each other. They’re great friends. And more than 
anything, they’re peers.”
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